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Hama's most famous attractions are the 17 Norias of Hama, dating back to the Byzantine
times. Fed by the Orontes river, they are up to 20 metres (66 ft) in diameter. The largest
norias are the al-Mamunye (1453) and the al-Muhammediye (14th century). Originally they
were used to route water into aqueducts, which led into the town and the neighbouring

agricultural areas.




