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Teaching activity and training to research

• A couple of years of assistance to an advanced course in Mathematical Physics intro-
ducing to the theory and numerical methods in dynamical systems (for students in
Mathematics of the Univ. of Milan “Bicocca”).
• Several years of lectures in some basic courses introducing to C language program-

ming and numerical analysis (for students in Mathematics of the Univ. of Rome “Tor
Vergata”); several years of lectures about the first course in Mathematical Physics
introducing to Lagrangian Mechanics (for students in Mathematics of the Univ. of
Rome “Tor Vergata”); three years of lectures in an advanced course on “Computa-
tional Methods for Hamiltonian Systems” (for Master students in Mathematics of the
Univ. of Rome “Tor Vergata”).
• Supervisor of ∼15 graduation theses in Mathematics. Co-advisor of several graduation

theses in Mathematics for some students of the Univ. of Rome “Tor Vergata”, Univ.
of Milan and Univ. of Milan “Bicocca”.
• Since 2010, coordinator of the lectures introducing some numerical methods for As-

tronomy in the framework of the second level Master Course in “Scienza e tecnologia
spaziali” at the Univ. of Rome “Tor Vergata”.
• Supervisor of two ph.D. thesis in Mathematics.
• Coadvisor of four ph.D. theses in Mathematics.
• International referee of several ph.D. theses in Mathematics.
• Supervisor of a post-doc fellow (Dr. M. Sansottera) in the framework of the six-month

research project “Stability of planetary systems, theory and computations”, starting
from November 2010 to April 2011.
• Supervisor of a post-doc fellow (Dr. L. Valvo) in the framework of the one-year

research project “KAM Theorem on Poisson Algebras: Applications to Rotational
Dynamics and Guiding Centre Theory”, starting from March 2020 to February 2021.
• Supervisor of a post-doc fellow (Dr. V. Danesi) in the framework of the one-year re-

search project “KAM theory for planetary systems with large eccentricities”, starting
from May 2021 to October 2022 (including the six–month extension).
• Supervisor of a post-doc fellow (Dr. M. Volpi) in the framework of the one-year

research project “New computational challenges in Applied Mathematics”, starting
from January 2022 to December 2022.
• Member of the permanent staff of the Univ. of Rome “Tor Vergata” node, involved in

the Marie Curie Initial Training Network “Astronet II”, starting from January 2012
to January 2016.
• Principal Investigator of the research project DEXTEROUS, “Dynamics of EXTra-

solar planEtaRy systems with and withOUt jetS: new theoretical and computational
challenges”, financed by the Univ. of Rome “Tor Vergata” in the framework of the
“Uncovering Excellence 2014” funding scheme, starting from March 2015 to Septem-
ber 2016.
• Member of the permanent staff of the Univ. of Rome “Tor Vergata” node, involved in
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“Stardust–R. The H2020 Space Debris and Asteroid research network”, starting from
January 2019 to December 2022.
• Local coordinator of the Univ. of Rome “Tor Vergata” node, involved in the PRIN

(=Research Project of National Interest) “New Frontiers of Celestial Mechanics: the-
ory and Applications” (I-CELMECH), starting from August 2020 to August 2023.
• President of SIMCA (=Italian Society of Celestial Mechanics and Astrodynamics),

starting from February 2023.
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Short description of the research activity

Since the beginning of the studies devoted to the writing of the graduation thesis in
physics, the research activity has been focused on the quasi-integrable dynamical systems.
In the middle of the nineties, a suitable use of the constructive techniques building normal
forms allowed us to reformulate the proof of the KAM theorem. This was interesting from
a theoretical point of view, because it made possible to avoid the so called “quadratic
convergence method” and it allowed to adapt the constructive algorithm also for what
concerns lower–dimensional elliptic tori. Moreover, this approach has been translated in
several applications, mainly devoted to some Celestial Mechanics problems. All these
applications required a refined use of both the computer and the algebraic manipulation
aiming to explicitly construct normal forms. In some cases, the results obtained thanks
to this strategy have been made rigorous by performing computer-assisted proofs. The
combined use of both the KAM theorem and the Nekhoroshev’s one allows to prove the
stability of interesting quasi-integrable dynamical systems. This is still one of the main
topics (among other arguments) of the ongoing research activity.

In the last decade, part of the research activity has been devoted to the study of
the orbital configurations of extrasolar planetary systems. They can be analyzed in the
framework of models, where the usual approach based on KAM theory can be applied on
reverse. Indeed, information about the possible ranges of values of some unknown orbital
element can be deduced by prescribing the stability of this kind of planetary systems.
In particular, this approach has been fruitfully applied to some exoplanets which were
detected by using the Radial Velocity technique.

Organization of schools and conferences:

• “Astrodynamics of Natural and Artificial Satellites: from Regular to Chaotic Mo-
tions”, 1-st training school in the framework of the astrodynamics european network
AstroNet-II, Univ. of Rome “Tor Vergat”, 14-17 January 2013.
• “Mathematical Models and Methods for Planet Earth”, workshop, INdAM, Rome,

27-29 May 2013.
• “Computational Perturbative Methods for Hamiltonian Systems; Applications in Phy-

sics and Astronomy”, workshop, Research Center for Astronomy and Applied Math-
ematics (RCAAM) of the Academy of Athens, Athens, 11-13 July 2016.
• “CELMEC VII”, international conference, San Martino al Cimino, 3-9 September

2017.
• “Simulations of Plasma Dynamics in Tokamaks”, workshop, Univ. of Rome “Tor

Vergata”, 23-24 January 2019.
• “Machine Learning and Computer Assisted Proofs in Celestial Mechanics and Astro-

dynamics”, workshop (from remote), Univ. of Rome “Tor Vergata”, 18/06/2021 &
25/06/2021.
• “Theory, models and simulations in Celestial Mechanics”, workshop, Univ. of Pisa,
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14-16 June 2022.
• “CELMEC VIII”, international conference, Univ. of Rome “Tor Vergata”, 5-9 Sep-

tember 2022.
• “Mini-CELMEC - The CM&DA prizes meeting”, a one-day conference, Univ. of Rome

“Tor Vergata”, 12-th of September 2023.

Talks and short cycles of lectures

Arc 2000 (France), “Chaos dans les systemes gravitationelles”, January 1997; L’Aquila,
“CELMEC II”, April 1997; Torino, I.S.I. School, May 1997; Cetraro, C.I.M.E. school, June
1999; Bad Hofgastein (Austria), “Von Humboldt 5-th Colloquium on Celestial Mechanics”,
March 2000; Rome, “CELMEC III”, June 2001; Pisa, in the framework of “Trimestre di
studio sui Sistemi Dinamici”, March 2003; Cortina d’Ampezzo, “Chaotic Worlds: From Or-
der to Disorder in Gravitational N-Body Dynamical Systems”, September 2003; Acireale,
“Dynamical Systems: Classical, Quantum and Stochastic”, September 2004; San Mar-
tino al Cimino, “CELMEC IV”, September 2005; Spoleto, “Theory and Applications of
Dynamical Systems”, June 2007; Barcelona, “Advanced School on Specific Algebraic Ma-
nipulators”, September 2007; Paris, “Workshop on Mathematical Aspects of Celestial Me-
chanics”, December 2007; Barcelona, “Workshop on Stability and Instability in Mechanical
Systems”, December 2008; San Martino al Cimino, “CELMEC V”, September 2009; Vlora,
“Applications of Computer Algebra”, June 2010; Trieste, ICTP, “Computational Methods
in Dynamics”, July 2011; Bedlewo (Poland), “Dynamics, Topology and Computations”,
June 2012; San Martino al Cimino, “CELMEC VI”, September 2013; Trieste, final con-
ference of the PRIN project “Teorie geometriche e analitiche dei sistemi Hamiltoniani in
dimensioni finite e infinite”, January 2016; Bad Hofgastein (Austria), “Von Humboldt 9-th
Colloquium on Celestial Mechanics”, March 2017; Bedlewo (Poland), “Dynamics, Topol-
ogy and Computations”, June 2018; Pisa, in the framework of the “Pisa-Hokkaido-Rome2
school” on Mathematics and its applications, September 2018; Milan, “I-CELMECH Train-
ing School”, February 2020; Iasi (Romania), “IAUS 364: Multi-scale (time and mass) Dy-
namics of Space Objects”, October 2021; Bedlewo (Poland), “Dynamics, Topology and
Computations”, June 2022; Karlstad (Sweden), “Equadiff 2024”, June 2024.
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Editorial tasks:

• “Guest editor” of the journal “Mathematics in Engineering” for the Special Issue
“Modern methods in Hamiltonian perturbation theory”.
• “Guest editor” of the journal “Celestial Mechanics and Dynamical Astronomy” for

the Special Issue “Innovative computational methods in Dynamical Astronomy”.

Activity as Referee for the following scientific journals:

“Advances in Space Research”, “Astrophysics and Space Science”, “Celestial Mechanics
and Dynamical Astronomy”, “Communications in Mathematical Phisics”, “Communica-
tions in Nonlinear Science and Numerical Simulation”, “Discontinuity, Nonlinearity and
Complexity”, “Discrete and Continuous Dynamical Systems - series B”, “Discrete and
Continuous Dynamical Systems - series S”, “Earth, Moon and Planets”, “Foundations
of Computational Mathematics”, “Journal of Nonlinear Science”, “Journal of Statisti-
cal Physics”, “Mathematical Physics Electronic Journal”, “Mathematics in Engineering”,
“Nonlinearity”, “Physica D”.
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